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Alexander Macalister, M.D. (Trin. Coll., Dublin), F.R.S., was
then nominated as president-elect. Cordial votes of thanks
were accorded to Dr. Macnaughton Jones, who had so ably
and zealously occupied the chair for two years, and to Dr.
Daniell on his resigning the post of hon. metropolitan
secretary, which he had filled since the foundation of the
Association. In the evening the members dined together at
the Holborn Restaurant.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Sutton- Coldfield Urban District.--Dr. Bostock Hill was
.appointed in May last to act as health officer for this newly
incorporated borough. His report deals at length with the
statistical returns, which show a birth-rate of 33.06 and a
death-rate not exceeding 126 per 1000, the zymotic rate
also being low&mdash;namely, 1’04. Indeed, in a population of
8630 no death occurred from typhoid fever, only 1 from

diphtheria, and 2 from diarrhoea. The isolation hospital is
maintained in a state of readiness, and by its aid much may
be done towards a continuance of freedom from preventable
diseases. Sewer extensions are much needed, and we note
that some commencement of this work is in hand. At pre-
sent there are no bye-laws, and in deciding as to their
adoption the authority would do well to examine the
annotated edition of the model code issued by Messrs. Knight
and Co. The question of offensive trades, dairies, cowsheds,
and milkshops, bakehouses, and overcrowding are either
being dealt with or under immediate consideration. The
prevailing meteorological conditions are discussed in the
jeport in connexion with the health of the district.

Blackpool Urban District.-We have elsewhere referred
to that portion of Dr. Welch’s report which deals with the
question of the isolation of infectious fevers. We here note
the report generally. During 1886 the general death-rate on
nearly 20,000 people was 18’9 per 1000, but deduction being
made for forty-six deaths in visitors, the rate is reduced to
16’5. Infant death under one year has, during seven years,
decreased from an average of 16’3 to 15’1 per cent. of
registered births; but even the latter rate is needlessly
high, especially for such a place as Blackpool. In con-
nexion with the association of faulty sanitary circumstances
with this death-rate, Dr. Welch explains that in one street
five deaths from infantile diarrhoea have occurred during
the last few years. They all took place on one side of the
street, and the only difference which was noticeable as
regards the houses, which were otherwise alike on both
sides, was the fact that on the diarrhoea side of the street
the back windows overlooked old-fashioned open asbpits,
whereas on the other they faced a blank wall. That such
structures, together with common privies elsewhere reported,
should exist in a town taking its place as a health-giving
resort constitutes a reproach which calls for removal. The
town water service, otherwise wholesome, needs efficient
filtration, and the systematic flushing of the mains is also
periodically required. The need for improvement as to

open space at the back of houses is likewise maintained. In

Blackpool, it is evident that even the small minimum space
- required under the bye-laws is not always enforced. Should
-this continue, that undue aggregation of houses on area
which has ruined the sanitary reputation of many a town
will gradually assert itself. Dr. Page, of the Local Govern-
ment Board, has recently visited Blackpool, and he has
urged on the authority the need for substantial improve-
ment in several respects, to which Dr. Welch also refers.

Shipley Urban District.-In this district the birth- and
death-rates for 1886 were 24:’8 and 13’3 per 1000 respectively,
and whereas the average number of deaths from the seven
principal zymotic diseases for the years 1879-85 was 23,
the total was only 3 last year. Notification of infectious
diseases is pretty general in the district, but, as Mr. Ellis
points out, it comes so often at the wrong time. People
notify so as to secure the aid of the sanitary officers for the
purposes of disinfection at the close of an illness, whereas
the primary object of notification requires that the in-
formation shall be supplied at the earliest possible date in

the history of the case. Isolation was in certain cases of
scarlet fever carried out by removal of the sick to the
apartments provided for the authority, on a payment of 3s,
a day, at the Sir Titus Salt Hospital. Mr. Ellis secures the

personal attendance of his authority during an inspection
of his district; this is a plan admirably calculated to ensure
abatement of conditions injurious to health, and it is evident
from the steady reduction in the rate of mortality which
has been in progress ever since 1875, and this notwithstand-
ing a growing population, that the sanitary interests of

Shipley are held to be of importance. The saving of life on
17,000 people which must have followed a reduction from
23-5 per 1000 in 1875 to 133 per 1000 in 1886 is very
great, and with it has gone a saving of much misery and
unhappiness.

Torquay Urban District.-This district is about to be
materially improved, since, under the Torquay Harbour and
District Act, the harbour, with its still piece of water, is
now in the hands of the sanitary authority, and can be kept
free from the nuisance which follows on the accumulation
of seaweed and of dead fish left by wasteful fishermen.
The compulsory notification of infectious diseases has also
been secured for the town, together with other sanitary
powers, such as relate to obtaining from dairymen lists of
their customers, and to the inspection of dairies outside the
district. With but few exceptions, Mr. Karkeek has a satis-
factory record to give for the year. In one instance grossly
defective conditions of house-drains in a dwelling led to
fatal typhoid fever almost immediately on the house being
entered. Those who had formerly lived there appear to
have become habituated to the evils; but, as often happens,
a new-comer not accustomed to inhale drain air was smitten
down at once. Nothing short of a house-to-house inspec-
tion, which lies at the root of efficient sanitary work, or,
failing that, the registration of all sublet houses and their
control by bye-laws, can deal with such cases. The death-
rate on 25,000 was 16.48 per 1000, or, if visitors are excluded,
14-76 per 1000.

Holsworthy Rural district.&mdash;Mr, Linnington Ash gives the
birth-rate and death-rate for this district as 30’8 and 17’5
per 1000 respectively; the zymotic rate being 1-7. About the
end of the second quarter diphtheria made its appearance,
and, in spite of every effort to induce parents to apprehend
the danger and to take the proper precautions, the disease
spread through the medium of school attendance. Although
the school was closed, it caused four deaths, and also con-
tinued into the fourth quarter of the year. Measles and
whooping-cough were also present during the year, and it
is shown that the district finds itself hampered in dealing
with infectious diseases by reason of the absence of any
proper means for the isolation of first cases. In Holsworthy
town the need for a proper water-supply is most pressing.
For three months last year there was practically a water
famine, and though the matter has been under notice again
and again, it remains as yet quite undealt with. Indeed, no
work for securing permanent sanitary improvements has
been carried out during the past year, although in several
respects they are much needed.
Exeter Urban District.-The Exeter Sanatorium con-

tained 97 patients during 1886, scarlet fever affording 61,
typhoid fever 18, and small-pox 14 cases. The death-rate
was only 4’7 per cent. of admissions. As regards small-pox,
it is stated that that which appeared at one time to threaten
a severe epidemic was brought to an end by means of the
isolation afforded. It further appears that although 230
cases of scarlet fever have been under treatment there
between November 1st, 1877, and December 31st last, there
has been no death from this disease since November, 1877,

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 6616 births
and 3977 deaths were registered during the week ending
March 19th. The annual death-rate in these towns, which had
been equal to 21.3 and 21-6 per 1000 in the preceding two
weeks, further rose last week to 22’4. During the first eleven
weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in these towns
averaged 21-9 per 1000, and was 2’1 below the mean
rate in the corresponding periods of the ten years 1877-86,
The lowest rates in these towns last week were 139 in
Birkenhead, 16.5in Halifax, 17’2inBrightoB,a,ndl7’8inPorts-


